
Subtraction
Examples where the denominators are the same

Example where the denominators are not the same:

before subtracting the fractions, the denominator(s) 

must be changed so that they are the same.

Step 1 : the denominators 

are not the same, so find the 

lowest common denominator, 

which is        in this example.

Step 2 : use our equivalent 

fraction knowledge to change 

the fraction(s) so that they have 

the same denominator.  In this 

example,     becomes      . 

Step 3: do the 

subtraction.
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Examples where the denominators are not the same:

before subtracting the fractions, the denominator(s) 

must be changed so that they are the same.

Step 4: do the 

subtraction.  

Step 2 : the denominators 

are not the same, so find the 

lowest common denominator, 

which is       in this example.

Step 3: use our equivalent fraction 

knowledge to change the fractions so 

that they have the same denominator.  

In this example,     becomes      and

becomes      .

Step 1 : convert          to be 

an improper fraction…         .


