
A word family is a group of 
words that have a common 

feature, pattern or 
meaning.  They usually 

share a common root word 
to which different prefixes 
and suffixes are added.

In the illustration 
below, the following 
words are in the 
same word family:
• play, display, 

playful
• sign, resign,

resignation
• real, unreal, 

reality


