when
the subject performs the verb.
A verb is said to be in the

when its subject does not perform the
action of the verb. In fact, the action is
performed on the subject.

When a sentence is written in the active voice, the
subject of the sentence is the performer (the ‘doer’) of

an action:
0

Q
> Cats chase mice
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&, subject action (verb) object

The object of the sentence is the ‘receiver’ of the action.

Here, the focus of the sentence is the cats.

When a sentence is written in the passive voice, the
receiver of the action becomes the subject.

Q>) Mice are chased by cats

subject action (verb) object

The performer (the ‘doer’) of the action becomes
the object.

Here, the focus of the sentence is the mice.

0>J Mrs. Carroll baked the cake. g The cake was baked by Mrs.Carroll.
43 The children broke the window. & The window was broken. OR
< 6_5 The window was broken by the children.

(The preposition ‘by’ is often a hint.)



