
prefix
combinations clarify meaning numbers 21-99

compound adjective joining nouns informal words/phrases

A hyphen is used to 
join two or more 

words, or to join some 
prefixes to words.

A hyphen is shorter than a 
dash and does not have a 
space on either side of it.  
It ‘glues’ two or more 
words, or some prefixes and 
a word, together.

When you should use a hyphen…. with examples…

free-range eggs
two-day break
ten-year-old girl

passer-by
sister-in-law
great-aunt

re-enter
semi-conscious
co-ordinate

man-eating/man eating
re-cover/recover
re-press/repress

twenty-one
fifty-four
eighty-nine

mix-up
half-hearted
state-of-the-art


