
Prepositions are used 
before a noun, pronoun 

or noun phrase.
They can tell you 
about position or 

direction; timing; or a 
link or relationship.

of
The most common 

preposition is of; examples 
of its use include:

• the owner of the café
• the leader of the choir
• the success of our team
• the opposite of big
• the size of his feet

position or 
direction

Examples include:
• her score was above

the pass mark
• she walked through the 

door
• the book was on the 

shelf
• the boy ran towards

the beach

timing

a link or 
relationship

Examples include:
• we’ll meet at

midday
• we clean our teeth 

before bedtime
• we have maths 

after break
• he had felt unwell 

since yesterday

Examples include:
• he loved football, unlike

his sister
• it’s against the rules to do that

above, about, across, against, along, among, around, at, before, 

behind, below, beneath, beside, between, beyond, by, down, 

during, except, for, from, in, inside, into, like, near, of, off, on, 

since, to, toward, through, under, until, up, upon, with and within.ex
am

pl
es
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